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Naming Position

Ordinal numbers help us tell the position of  
a person or an object.

Cardinal Numbers Ordinal Numbers
1 	 1st (first)
2 	 2nd (second)
3 	 3rd (third)
4 	 4th (fourth)
5 	 5th (fifth)
6 	 6th (sixth)
7 	 7th (seventh)
8 	 8th (eighth)
9 	 9th (ninth)
10 	 10th (tenth)

1st 2nd
3rd

4th 5th 6th
7th 8th 9th 10th

9th is spelled without an 
‘e’: ‘ninth’, not ‘nineth’.

Unit 5 : Ordinal Numbers

Friendly Notes
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Ordinal numbers can be used to name positions  
from the left or right.

There are 5 fruits.

If we count from the left:

The papaya is 1st from the left.
The pear is 2nd from the left.
The orange is 5th from the left.

If we count from the right:

The orange is 1st from the right.
The banana is 2nd from the right.
The papaya is 5th from the right.

The orange is last from the left.
The papaya is last from the right.

Left Right

papaya	  pear	 apple	    banana    orange
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