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Dear Families, 

Summertime! It’s the perfect time to find a hammock (or a grassy backyard, a
sunny beach or a cozy front porch . . . you get the idea) and immerse yourself in
a good book! It is our hope that this summer, your child will continue to grow a
love of reading by reading a variety of books both old and new. 

Attached is a list of suggested book titles. (This list is also available on the
Springhurst website.) We hope you will find this list helpful when visiting the
public library or local bookstore. Please remember that these books are
suggestions and are not required reading.

Springhurst also has a subscription to a fun, reading program that you and your
child can access from home this summer anywhere there is an internet
connection. 

If your child had a RAZ Kids account throughout the year, they will still have
access to it through the summer.

We hope that you have a fun-filled, story-filled summer and we will see you all in
September!

Happy Reading!

Ms. Lauren Rodriguez                                                  Mrs. Michelle Yang-Kaczmarek
Library Media Specialist                                               K – 8 Literacy Coordinator
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Garvey's Choice The Graphic Novel 
by Nikki Grimes & Theodore Taylor III

Garvey’s father has always wanted Garvey to be athletic, but
Garvey is interested in astronomy, science fiction, reading—
anything but sports. Feeling like a failure, he comforts himself
with food. Garvey is kind, funny, smart, a loyal friend, and he is
also overweight, teased by bullies, and lonely. When his only
friend encourages him to join the school chorus, Garvey’s life
changes. The chorus finds a new soloist in Garvey, and through
chorus, Garvey finds a way to accept himself and a way to finally
reach his distant father—by speaking the language of music
instead of the language of sports.

Healer of the Water Monster
by Brian Young

One night, while lost in the nearby desert, Nathan finds
something extraordinary. A Holy Being from the Navajo Creation
Story—a Water Monster—in need of help.

Now Nathan must summon all his courage to save his new friend.
With the help of other Navajo Holy Beings, Nathan is determined
to save the Water Monster, and to help Uncle Jet heal from his
own pain.

Finally Seen 
by Kelly Yang 

When ten-year-old Lina Gao steps off the plane in Los
Angeles, it’s her first time in America and the first time seeing
her parents and her little sister in five years! She’s been
waiting for this moment every day while she lived with her
grandmother in Beijing, getting teased by kids at school who
called her “left behind girl.” Finally, her parents are ready for
her to join their fabulous life in America! Except, it’s not
exactly like in the postcards.



The Beatryce Prophecy
by Kate DiCamillo & Sophie Blackall

In a time of war, a mysterious child appears at a monastery.
Gentle Brother Edik finds the girl, Beatryce, curled in a stall,
wracked with fever, coated in dirt and blood, and holding fast to
the ear of Answelica the goat. As the monk nurses Beatryce to
health, he uncovers her dangerous secret, one that imperils
them all—for the king of the land seeks just such a girl, and
Brother Edik, who penned the prophecy himself, knows why.




Starfish 
by Lisa Fipps

Ellie is a middle school girl who is bullied every day for her
weight. Whether it comes from classmates, siblings, or even
her mother, Ellie is constantly bombarded with comments
about her size. Luckily, her friends help keep her head up
most of the time. When her best friend Viv moves away, a
new friend, Catalina, fits right into her place. Ellie's dad is also
an ally; he stands up to Ellie's mom and decides to take Ellie
to a therapist. With the help of Dr. Wood, Ellie learns how to
feel comfortable in her own skin. 

Big Tree 
by Brian Selznick

A mysterious voice has been speaking to Louise in her dreams. She
and her brother Merwin are Sycamore seeds, who hope to one day
set down roots and become big trees. But when a fire forces them
to leave their mama tree prematurely, they find themselves
catapulted into the unknown, far from home. Alone and
unprepared, they must use their wits and imagination to navigate
a dangerous world―filled with dinosaurs, meteors, and volcanoes!
―and the fear of never finding a safe place to grow up. As the
mysterious voice gets louder, Louise comes to realize their mission
in life may be much bigger than either of them ever could have
imagined!



Save Me a Seat
by Sarah Weeks & Gita Varadarajan

Joe and Ravi might be from very different places, but they're
both stuck in the same place: SCHOOL. Joe's lived in the same
town all his life; Ravi's family just moved to America from
India. Joe and Ravi don't think they have anything in common -
- but soon enough they have a common enemy (the biggest
bully in their class) and a common mission: to take control of
their lives over the course of a single crazy week.

A Wish in the Dark 
by Christina Soontornvat

All light in Chattana is created by one man — the Governor,
who appeared after the Great Fire to bring peace and order
to the city. For Pong, who was born in Namwon Prison, the
magical lights represent freedom, and he dreams of the day
he will be able to walk among them. But when Pong escapes
from prison, he realizes that the world outside is no fairer
than the one behind bars. The wealthy dine and dance
under bright orb light, while the poor toil away in darkness.
Worst of all, Pong’s prison tattoo marks him as a fugitive
who can never be truly free.

Blips on a Screen
by Kate Hannigan & Zachariah Ohora

Do you ever wonder how video gaming was invented? What came
before your PlayStation or Xbox? This is the story of Ralph Baer, a
refugee from Nazi Germany, who used his skills–and a lot of
ingenuity and persistence–to make life a little more fun. Television
was new when Ralph returned from serving in World War II, but
he didn’t settle for watching TV. He knew it could be even more
fun if you could play with it. He tinkered and tested, got help and
rejected, but with perseverance and skill, he made his vision come
true! This is the inspiring story of a fearless inventor who made TV
video games a reality.



Alice in Wonderland
by Lewis Carroll

When Alice sees a white rabbit take a watch out
of its waistcoat pocket she decides to follow it,
and a sequence of most unusual events is set in
motion.

Hatchet 
by Gary Paulsen

Brian is on his way to Canada to visit his estranged father
when the pilot of his small prop plane suffers a heart attack.
Brian is forced to crash-land the plane in a lake--and finds
himself stranded in the remote Canadian wilderness with
only his clothing and the hatchet his mother gave him as a
present before his departure.

Thank You, Mr. Falker
by Patricia Polacco

Trisha could paint and draw beautifully, but when she
looked at words on a page, all she could see was jumble.
It took a very special teacher to recognize little Trisha's
dyslexia: Mr. Falker, who encouraged her to overcome
her reading disability. 


